EDCP 789L - PROFESSI ONAL | SSUES
Fall, 2003

Section 0101
Tuesday, 2:00-4:00 PM

Drury Bagwel |
1334 East Capitol St.
Washi ngton, DC 20003
202-544- 6626 (Home)

Pur pose of the d ass:

This second year doctoral semnar is designed to identify and

explore critical professional issues which will influence practice
and whi ch may be shaped by inforned practice; to continue critical
thinking and intellectual inquiry; to candidly discuss those

controversial issues of inportance to higher education and student
affairs; and to continue to connect students with each other, the
prof essi on, and the CAPS program

Readi ngs:

"The Chronicle of Hi gher Education" (Wekly)

Handout s

You are asked to bring to class any articles or other
materials that you believe will be of interest to the class and/or
could stinul ate di scussion.

O her readi ngs, as assigned

| ndi vi dual Responsibilities:

1. Cone prepared to participate: discuss, reflect, think and
debat e.

2. Topics of the Wek: Each week we will begin class with any

topic that mght be currently relevant or of

i medi ate interest. You should be prepared to bring to

class any relevant information that m ght assist in the

Topics of the Wek. You may even bring real or
hypot heti cal case studies with which we can worKk.

3. ldentify a CONTROVERSI AL issue of interest to you and of
interest to the higher education conmunity

which is or could be influenced by student devel opnent
princi pl es. Wite a "point of view' paper, taking a
position on your issue. Use no or mninmal references;
appeal to the diversity of higher education; and show

awar eness of other legitimate perspectives in nmaking your

poi nts (piece should be 6-10 doubl e spaced typed pages).

I nclude in your paper the identifiable trends, events,
and issues that led to the controversy inherent in the
i ssue that you have identified. Show how these trends



wove together to influence this issue. Support the
connections that you are postulating. Read related
origi nal sources where possible.

Set forth a plan of action for how higher education m ght
deal with this controversial issue in the future.
Project the inplications of +the issue; set forth
acceptabl e options; and present a reconmended direction,
or directions, pertaining to your issue, along with a
supporting process of how to reach the desired outcone.

Your paper will be discussed by the other nenbers of the
cl ass, each of whom shoul d be given a "reader role" that
you assign them For exanple, you may ask one to react
as a University President mght do so, or a Faculty
menber, or a student, or a state legislator, etc. You
w |l present the paper verbally to the class for defense.
You will be expected to discuss and defend your position
with regard to the issue you have set forward.

4. You will be expected to read the papers of other nenbers
of the class and assune a "role" in reacting to
and questioning the presentation of other papers. To do
so, you will be expected to do outside reading wth
regard to the "role" you have been assigned so that you
can know edgeably di scuss the various points of view on

t he controversial issue.

Wth regard to both your paper and those of other students in
the class, you mght find it hel pful to:

1. Review materials from another disciplines (eg,
soci ol ogy, anthropol ogy, psychol ogy, governnent)
with inplications for higher education, student
affairs, or college students.

2. Study the popular press to spot the evolution of
i ssues as portrayed by the nedia. What i ssues
energe? Wat neaning can you bring to those issues
that provide a hel pful perspective?

3. Trace current issues back to their salient

roots. What paradigm shift mght give us a new
view of this issue in the future?

4. Define a current issue fromthe vantage point of

mul tiple interest groups. ldentify the relevant
perspectives of those groups, identify their
assunptions, perspectives, points of conflict &
tension hindering resolution. Ildentify resolutions

wi th which opposing sides can |ive.

Possi bl e Seni nar Topics for d assroom Di scussi on:




The class will identify discussion topics in advance of future

sem nars neetings. Everyone will be expected to research the topic
as much as possible for informed classroom di scussion. In sone
cases, we may ask outside resources to attend class for the purpose
of stinmulating the discussion. Possible Sem nar Topics include:

Academi ¢ Freedom |Is the concept as relevant as it once was?

How do politicians react to controversial professors? |Is
acadenmi ¢ freedom consistent with being politically correct?
| s academ ¢ freedom and tenure an excuse for inferior teaching
and research?

ADA: What is the inpact of the Arericans with Disabilities Act
on hi gher education? How does the canpus respond? How does
hi gher education neet the increasing needs of people with
disabilities with decreasing financial resources? How does
t he canpus address the increase need of the Learning Disabl ed
and the Psychol ogically D sabl ed?

Affirmative Action: What is the future of Affirmative
Action in light of the recent Suprene Court decision
regarding the University of M chigan? If you could
design a perfect plan for affirmative action, what woul d
it look like?

Budget Cutbacks: What is the inpact of a fluctuating econony
on hi gher education? How nuch higher can tuition go? How
should financial aid be allocated - full ride or many parti al
rides? How does student affairs conpete with academc affairs
for precious resources? VWat is the inpact of greater
financial accountability? VWhat happens when financi al
pressures require reductions in classroomofferings?

Canpus Politics: Do they exist? Do they matter? How do they
i npact the mssion of the institution? How do they inpact the
al l ocation of financial resources? Do canpus politics affect
student affairs differently fromacadenm c affairs?

Changi ng Canpus Cimate: How should we react to the changing
denogr aphi cs? How can we use technology to inprove the
delivery of our services?

Col | ege Students: Are they adults? Should the canpus go back
to in loco parentis? How should the canpus react to |ega
adults who can't drink alcohol? Do they want to be spoon fed,
or do they have inquiring mnds in 2003?

Community Service: What 1is the connection wth higher
education? How does it inpact our canpuses? How should a
canpus begin to react? What should be short-termvs. |ong-
term goal s?

Conti nuing Education: Is there any role for Student Affairs



with the growth of continuing education prograns, distance
| earning or satellite canmpuses? If so, what is it?

Creating Community: Can it be acconplished? Wat is it? How
do we do it? \Wat are the differences in small/large and
public/private canpuses. Wat does the Carnegi e study "Canpus
Life:ln Search for Community" say to us?

Crinme on Canpus: Is it greater than in society in general ?
How do we take societal causes for crinme and learn to address
them on the canpus? Does dealing wth undergraduate canpus
crime demand puni shment or counseling?

Cultural Diversity: Peter CGones asked "lIs cultural diversity a
way for white folks to throw a bone to black fol ks wthout
pissing off white folks?" |Is he correct? Wat is it we w sh
to achieve with cultural diversity? Wit is the role of
Student Affairs in pushing cultural diversity with students?

Et hical Dl emmas: Wat are sone of them and how do we react?

Exploitation of Student Athletes: 1Is it happening? Wat can
be done? What is the proper bal ance between athletics and
academ cs? |Is athletics a business? To what degree does race
play a part in exploitation?

FERPA: VWat will be the inpact of recent regulations and
court decisions on the ability of adm nistrations to handl e
student issues of discipline, alcohol use and parental
notification.

Fraternity/ Sorority: Is it relevant? Does it have a purpose
i n higher education in the next century? How should/could it
be changed? How does the conmmunity deal with issues such as
al cohol use, hazing, discrimnation, and the "white" groups
vs. the "black" groups.

Freshnen/ Seni ors: Do they have special needs? |f so, how does
the canpus address then? Does the curriculum take into
account different maturity |levels? How do prograns such as
Freshman Focus and Col | ege Park's Thene Book contribute to the
educati onal devel opnent of students?

Fundrai sing: Should this be a priority for student affairs?
To what degree do we in student affairs "own" prospects? Wat
progranms m ght be devel oped to "set up" students for future
fundraising efforts? |Is this ethical?

Future of Student Affairs: What does the crystal ball say?
What are the factors influencing our future? Are we stil

rel evant ? What functions conprise "Student Affairs"” and
should that be a factor in determning the future of the



pr of essi on?"

Gay Rights: What is the inpact of the recent Suprene Court
deci sion on the canpus environment? On students? |[|If gay
marri age becones legal, how does it inpact our policies,
procedures, and benefits?

Graduate Students: \What special benefits should the canpus
give to graduate students? Should an Assistantship be
guarant eed? Should they be paid salaries that are equival ent
to professional staff? Should graduate assistants for whom
English is not an acconplished | anguage be all owed to teach?
Shoul d graduat e students be uni oni zed?

Hate Crinmes: How do we respond to hate crinmes on canmpus? Are
there different kinds of hate crines? Wat is the role of the
internet? How can we be proactive to prevent hate crines?
VWhat can be the relationship between terrorism and hate
crimes? Are we aware of the true nagnitude of hate crines?

H spanics, Asians, and other Mnorities: To what degree are we
nmeeting the needs of these groups? Wat future pressures wll
there be? Do we treat these groups the sane as we do those
agai nst whomdiscrimnation is historically based.

Honosexual ity in our Profession: Is this a concern? Does it
matter? How do people outside of our profession (students,
faculty, parents, etc.) react, fairly or not? Do openly
honosexual professionals |lose their effectiveness? Does it
i npact on politicians? Should partners be afforded the sane
benefits and rights of married persons?

Leadership: Is there a way to reach the nmasses or is it
sonet hing for which we shoul d use extensive resources to reach
afew? Is it an inportant issue to higher education or only
to student devel opnment specialists? Could this be a new
"specialty" area for student affairs? Should we be teaching
civic responsibility?

Li beral Education: Should we be noving toward a nore open,
i beral education or toward a nore limted, specialized one?

O f - Canpus Behavi or of Students: Does the institution have
any authority or responsibility over the off-canpus behavi or
of students? |Is there a place for the "kindly old Dean"?
Should the institution help businesses collect outstanding
bills from student groups?

Organi zati onal |ssues: Wat departnments or services should be
in a Division of Student Affairs? \Wat type of structure
wor ks best for both a canmpus and a Division of Student



Affairs? Are extensive staff positions needed in nost
organi zati ons? How can technol ogy be used to repl ace peopl e?
How do we survive in tight financial situations?

Privati zation: Can we in Student Affairs benefit from
privatizing some or all of our operations? |f so, which ones
are nost suitable to doing so? Is it our call, or are

institutions and politicians going to set the agenda? To what
degree is privatization a slippery sl ope?

Prof essi onal Organi zations: Do we need then? What is their
future? Should ACPA and NASPA nerge? Do they enhance an
i ndi vidual s professional opportunities? Should one be
i nvol ved as a graduate student?

Prol onged Adol escence: Are students today nore or |ess mature?
Do even ol der students exhibit typical adol escent behavi or
into the md-20'"s? What inpact does that have upon Student
Per sonnel prof essional s?

Retention: Wiy the national interest in retaining students?
Is it another trend? Wat are the conplexities of addressing
this issue? Is the real issue Admssions? Are the chall enges
retaining mnority and transfers greater than for other
student s?

Separatism or Integration: To what degree should the
institution pronote and/or support the search of African-
Anerican students for their racial identity? Wat about other
mnorities? How far should higher education go in pronoting
racial identity? Wat about the backlash of ideas such as
"white student unions?" \What is the future of Race-Based
Schol ar shi ps?

Special Interest Prograns: Is there still a place for wonen's
and mnority courses? Mjors? Should we expand then? Are
they worth the cost in an environnent of shrinking resources?

Speech Codes: Are they good ideas or only politically correct
reactions? What do the courts say? Wat mght they say?

Spirituality and Religion: In 2003 is there a place for
institutionalizing neeting the spirituality needs of students?
What about the separation of church and state? Do tinmes of
crisis make it nore inportant that we address this issue?

Student Activism Are students in 2003 returning to the "good
ol d days?" Should we teach students how to use activismto
i npl enent change? VWat is the role of Student Affairs



professionals in hel ping students be "better" activists? To
what degree does the current international situation and
terrorismcontribute to political unrest on canpus?

Student Affairs and Academc Affairs: What is the
rel ati onshi p? What should be the rel ationshi p? How do we in
Student Affairs pronote cooperative prograns? Are we cCo-
partners or just supporting players?

Student Devel opnent Theory: |s Student Devel opnent Theory
needed and relevant today? |Is it currently used in the field?
Should it be the main focus of training for student affairs
pr of essi onal s?

Super vi si on: How do we do it effectively? \Wat types of
accountability are in place for supervisors? \Wat are the
rights of enployers and enployees? \Wat are the various
i ssues involved in being a good supervisor?

Technol ogy: What role does technology play in the future of
hi gher educati on? In Student Affairs? What |evel of
know edge shoul d Student Affairs professionals possess to be
effective? How do we react to how students are using
technol ogy? |Is there such a thing as internet addiction?

Town- Gown Rel ations: Wat are the rights and responsibilities
of both the University and the Cty? Should students be
allowed to participate in Gty governnent? Wose "people" are
students? Should the University handle civil issues on the
canpus? Should the University provide essential services like
police when a City can't?

Uni oni zation: What is the future of unionizing canpus staff,
faculty and graduate students? |Is it a Pandora's Box? Who
benefits froma strong union? Wo suffers? Should students
be uni oni zed?

OTHER TOPICS: Anything that you would |ike to add?



